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Five Wooster High School seniors have been named finalists in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
The students selected are John Gorman, Alexandra Nolletti, Elizabeth Perkins, John Schmidt and Hailey Ten-
nant. 

More than 15,000 semifinalists were reviewed and narrowed down by the National Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion (NMSC). 

“This is truly an outstanding accomplishment and honor for our five National Merit Scholarship Finalists,” said 
Tyler Keener, Wooster High School principal. “We commend them for their hard work and dedication both in the 
classroom and in their communities.” 

All finalists had to fulfill several requirements, including the following: semifinalists and their high school had 
to submit a detailed scholarship application and include information on their academic record, participation in 
school and community activities, demonstration of leadership abilities, employment and awards received. 

Additionally, all semifinalists are required to maintain an outstanding academic record throughout high school, 
be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an essay and earn SAT scores that confirm 
earlier performance on the qualifying test. 

All finalists are now being reviewed for the 7,500 Merit Scholarships. NMSC began mailing scholarship offers 
to winners in March. 

“There are 1.6 million entrants for the National Merit Scholarship competition,” said Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Tefs. “To have five students be named finalists among this large pool of applicants is a testament to the high 
standards and dedication of these students and the academic support offered by the Wooster City School Dis-
trict faculty and staff. We are so proud of this exceptional achievement.”

Five Wooster High School Students Named 
2019 National Merit Scholarship Finalists

John Gorman Alexandra Nolletti Elizabeth Perkins John Schmidt Hailey Tennant
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Kindergarten RegistrationLittlest Generals 
Preschool Is your child going to be 5 by Sept. 30?

Registration forms are available online at www.woostercityschools.org by clicking 
on the forms tab at the bottom of the screen. Parents may also obtain a packet 

from any elementary school or the Board of Education office (144 N. Market St.). 
In addition to the completed registration form, you will also need to bring:

 Child’s original birth certificate
 Social Security number
 Immunization records

 Proof of residence
 Proof of custody or guardianship (if applicable)

For more information, please call Jill Ackerman at 330-988-1111 ext. 1241.

Now Accepting Applications 
for the 2019-2020 School 

Year
The Littlest Generals Preschool still has 
space available for qualifying children. 

Student requirements:
 Age 3 or age 4 by September 30

 Sliding scale fee for eligible families
 Live within the Wooster City School 

District
 Not eligible for kindergarten

 Must be fully toilet trained by the start 
of school

Classes begin August 19!
Applications are available on the district 
website, www.woostercityschools.org, 

or from the Board of Education, 144 N. 
Market St.

Completed applications should be 
turned in to the Board of Education.
Questions? Contact Jill Ackerman,  

330-988-1111 ext. 1241.
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In February, the Wooster City 
School District held its second 
annual Safety and Security 
Summit. The event, led by the 
Board of Education and the 
District Safety and Security 
Committee (a committee of the 
Business Advisory Council), 
addressed completed and in-
progress safety upgrades and 
left time for a question and an-
swer session with attendees. 

A main topic of discussion was 
the district’s focus on student 
mental health and social-emo-
tional learning. Over the past 
year, Wooster Schools has 
enhanced its guidance coun-
seling services and plans to 
add another counselor to the 
elementary level next year. 
Additionally, the district has 
implemented clinical therapy 
programs through local part-
nerships with Anazao and The 
Village Network. 

As for physical safety and se-
curity, Wooster Schools has 
implemented a number of rec-
ommendations made by par-
ents and community members 
at the inaugural Safety and 
Security Summit last year, in-
cluding:

• Hiring another School 

Resource Officer (SRO). 
Now, there is one full-time 
SRO at Wooster High 
School (WHS) and another 
stationed at Edgewood 
Middle School (EWMS) 
that provides support to the 
elementary buildings as 
needed. 

• Placing a dedicated adult, 
full time, at the front doors of 
the high school. 

• Installing a separation 
between the public areas 
connected to the high 
school (Natatorium and 
Gault Recreation Center) 
and student areas. 

The new visitor protocol is now 
operational at all schools. Un-
der the new system, visitors 
must provide a form of identi-
fication and will be run through 
a background check. Once 
permitted to enter the build-
ing, they will receive a printed 
badge with their photo, name 
and reason for visit. The sys-
tem also includes a student 
component that alerts parents 
when their child signs in or out 
of the building. 

Additionally, construction of 
the security vestibule at the 
entrance to WHS is set to 
begin on June 1 and is to be 
completed by August. Once 

that is complete, the district will 
explore adding a security ves-
tibule to EWMS. The Safety 
and Security Committee has 
decided to forego installing 
vestibules at the elementary 
buildings until a district-wide 
facilities master plan has been 
completed. 

“We would like to thank the par-
ents and community members 
who have provided us with 
recommendations on how to 

improve district safety, as well 
as the members of the Safety 
and Security Committee who 
have volunteered their time to 
ensure our students have a 
safe environment in which to 
learn,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Michael Tefs. “We will continue 
to review ways to improve the 
safety of our buildings while 
also placing a major emphasis 
on the social-emotional health 
of our students.”

Business Advisory Council Safety/Security 
Committee Focusing on Student Well-Being



Wooster City School District

www.woostercityschools.org4

Spring 2019 Calendar of Events
Friday, April 26 
Parkview: Fit n Fund Race - 9 am - 1 pm

Saturday, April 27 
WHS: Big Band Dance - WHS Commons - 
8:30 - 11 pm

Saturday, May 4 
WHS: SAT Test

Tuesday, May 7 
All-City Spring Orchestra Concert - Gr. 5-12 - 
WHS PAC - 7:30 pm

Wednesday, May 8 
WHS: Gr. 8-12 Bands Spring Concert - PAC - 
7:30 pm

Thursday, May 9 
All-City Choir Concert: Gr. 5-12 - WHS PAC - 
7:30 pm

Friday, May 10 
Reading Under the Lights - Maurer Field - 6-8 
pm

Sunday, May 12 
Mother’s Day

Thursday, May 16 
WHS/Edgewood: Gr. 7-8 Orchestra and Gr. 7 
Band Concert - EWMS Gym - 7:30 pm

Monday, May 20 
WHS: Music Awards - PAC - 7 pm

Thursday, May 23 
Boys’ Village: Graduation - 1:00 pm 

Monday, May 27 
NO SCHOOL: Memorial Day 
WHS: WHS Marching Band - Memorial Day 
Parade & Services - Fairgrounds - 9 am

Tuesday, May 28 
Cornerstone: Grade 4 Awards Assembly - 10 
am

Wednesday, May 29 
Kean: Grade 4 Awards Assembly - Gym - 
12:30 pm 
Melrose: Grade 4 Awards Assembly - 2:30 pm 
Parkview: Grade 3-4 Awards Assembly - 2:30 
- 3:30 pm

3889 Friendsville Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-345-4386

Acres of Fun &  
Wooster Skateland

www.Acresoffun.com
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Math 24 Team
Math 24 is an arithmetical card game in which the objective is to find 
a way to manipulate four integers so that the end result is 24. It’s a 
great way for students to practice basic facts and mental math. On 
March 5, four elementary teams of four students from each Wooster 
elementary school, along with 16 students from Edgewood Middle 
School, participated in this year’s Math 24 tournament. The top three 
students from fourth and fifth grades won trophies, including fourth-
grade students Jillian Hostetler (first place), Gideon Michener (sec-
ond place) and Olivia Kelly (third place), and fifth-grade students Lil-
lian Klein (first place), Dilan Takanshi (second place) and Nico Ollier 
(third place).

Geography Bee
For over 20 years, WCSD has held geography bees for students, 
testing them on their geographic knowledge across the country and 
world. At the 23rd annual Eighth-Grade Geography Bee at Wooster 
High School, Jacob Hannan qualified as a semifinalist for the 2019 
National Geographic GeoBee Ohio State Competition. State winners 
will then advance to the National Championship and compete for 
cash awards and college scholarships. We wish Jacob the best of 
luck!

PenOhio
This year, PenOhio team sent 21 writers to divisional competitions. At 
the seventh and eighth-grade tournament, 12 writers won the Grand 
Champion trophy, which is the highest honor of the tournament. The 
eighth-grade team placed second overall for their grade level, with 
Ashley Schroer placing fifth and Lauren Ciha placing first individually. 
The seventh-grade team placed first overall for their grade level, with 
Leslie Drager placing sixth, Chloe Bennett placing second and Norah 
Carroll placing first individually. 

The junior varsity and varsity teams competed at Wooster High 
School on March 16. The junior varsity team placed third with Molly 
Snyder placing fourth individually. 

On May 17, 11 of our team members will compete at the state compe-

Wooster Academic Teams Find Success in Various 
Tournaments

DOWNTOWN WOOSTER  |  405 East Liberty Street  |  330.263.1955
WOOSTER MILLTOWN  |  3562 Commerce Parkway  |  330.345.2031

www.csb1.com

Relationships You Can Bank On

Many Wooster City School District (WCSD) students have enjoyed participating in a variety of academic tournaments recently, which test 
their knowledge, will-power and critical-thinking abilities. Here are some of the highlights from the past few months: 

Continued on page 6
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Wooster Academic Teams Find Success in 
Various Tournaments - continued

tition held at Lake Erie College: seventh-graders Norah Caroll, Chloe 
Bennett, Emma Erwin, Aubrey Beal, Isabelle Casteellucci and Leslie 
Drager; eighth-graders Lauren Ciha and Ashley Schroer; freshmen 
Anna Schultz and Molly Snyder; and sophomore Paige Flickinger. 
We wish them all the best of literary luck!

Akron Beacon Journal Regional Spelling Bee
Following their success at the 63rd annual Wayne County Spelling 
Bee on Jan. 29, sixth-grade student Aidan Burke and seventh-grade 
student Jackson Stansifer competed at the Akron Beacon Journal 
Spelling Bee on March 9. 

At the Akron Beacon Journal Regional Spelling Bee, Burke made it to 
the second round, and Stansifer made it to the ninth round, finishing 
in the top seven spellers of the competition.

Both Burke and Stansifer began their spelling bee journey this year 
with Edgewood’s Middle School Spelling Bee. Out of 28 contestants, 
Stansifer won the spelling bee with Burke finishing as one of the 
runners-up, which qualified the two students for the Wayne County 
Spelling Bee.

At the Wayne County Bee, Burke and Stanisfer ended up finishing in 
the top seven of 36 total students. This was the final qualifying tour-
nament for the Akron Beacon Journal bee.

Congratulations to both students on their achievements in spelling 
this school year!
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On Saturday, April 6, the 
Wooster City School District 
Fine Arts Festival was held in 
the Wooster High School com-
mons. This annual event is in 
its 21st year. 

Students in grades K-12 par-
ticipated in the festival, which 
showcased both the visual and 
performing arts. 

During the event, student art-
work was displayed on boards 
and pedestals, transforming 
the commons into a visual gal-
lery. Nearly 850 student artists 

had their artwork displayed. 
Edgewood Middle School stu-
dents created a space-themed 
installation titled: Wooster City 
Schools is Out of This World! 

More than 75 instrumental 
and vocal music students per-
formed in the bay window area 
of the commons throughout the 
day. One hundred and thirty 
vocal performers, grades 5-12, 
participated in performances. 
Additionally, dramatic and im-
provisational performances 
were held in this area. This 

year, the Drama Club 
performed “Yearbook: 
The High School Musi-
cal” at the Performing 
Arts Center during the 
festival.

Adam McVickers from 
Wayne Center for the 
Arts conducted pottery 

demonstrations through-
out the day. The highlight 
of the day was the com-
munity art piece where 
festival attendees con-
tributed to a large piece 
of artwork. The commu-
nity art piece created dur-
ing last year’s festival is 
currently displayed in the 
lobby of Wayne Savings Bank, 
one of the primary sponsors of 
the festival. 

“The Fine Arts Festival dis-
plays the impact arts educa-
tion has on our students,” said 
Kristin Broda, Wooster High 
School Drama teacher and 
Fine Arts Festival coordinator. 

Arts education helps students 
in school by boosting literacy, 
advancing math achievement, 
engaging students in school 
and motivating learning, equip-

ping students to be creative, 
strengthening problem solv-
ing ability, building collabora-
tion and communication skills, 
strengthening perseverance, 
facilitating cross-cultural un-
derstanding, building commu-
nity, and supporting civic en-
gagement.

A big thank you to the spon-
sors of this year’s event, 
Wayne Savings Community 
Bank, Sign Design Wooster, 
Inc. and the Wooster Educa-
tion Association.

Wooster City Schools Fine Arts Festival was Out of 
This World!

Wooster High School (WHS) 
hosted a Career Expo for all 
seniors—both from WHS and 
from the Career Center. The 
expo took place in the Wooster 
High School library on April 24 
with presentations from our 
WHS counselors. Local busi-

ness leaders from the Wooster 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
also presented on their vari-
ous positions, responsibilities 
and career journeys. Students 
had the opportunity to talk to 
the visiting business leaders, 
and some students even had 

the chance to sit for mock in-
terviews. 

The goal of the Career Expo 
was to expose students to ca-
reer opportunities within the 
greater Wooster community to 
benefit both our students and 

business partners. The fair ul-
timately encouraged students 
to discover the many different 
professional paths available 
to them upon graduation and 
to ask pertinent questions that 
can help them pursue these 
paths.

Wooster High School Holds Career Expo with Local Business Leaders
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On March 4, social media expert 
Josh Ochs presented to the full 
student body of Wooster High 
School and Edgewood Middle 
School students, grades 5-12. 
The presentation focused on the 
premise that students need to 
use social media for a “purpose, 
not just a pastime.” Ochs taught 
students how to “shine online” 
and gave examples of ways to 
create empowering posts. 

One of the ideas Ochs shared 
with students was to do a self-
assessment of their digital foot-
print by going to Google and 
searching for their name. From 
there, students can adjust what 
content they put online so that 
their activities and accomplish-
ments rise to the top of a Google 
search. For example, when post-
ing on social media, use cap-
tions that have a positive tone of 
appreciation or create a personal 
website that showcases inspiring 
accomplishments.

Ochs also gave a two-part pre-
sentation to parents and com-
munity members in the evening, 
which brought together nearly 
150 attendees. In the first part, 
Ochs discussed the same points 
that he presented to students. 
The second part focused on 
safety and how parents can keep 

their children safe online. Some 
of the main points Ochs empha-
sized were: how to adjust privacy 
settings to make sure students 
aren’t broadcasting things like 
location and how some apps can 
be used in dangerous ways.

Following the presentation, many 
parents gave feedback that they 
were able to start a dialogue with 
their children about building a 
positive presence online. Over-
all, Ochs delivered an encourag-
ing message about using social 
media for good. Thank you to 
Josh for inspiring both students 
and parents in our district!

Social Media Expert Josh Ochs Gives 
Insightful Presentation to Wooster
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